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FRED BARBER
Senior Vice President

Television
(9/9)821-8575

Fax(919)821·8517

VIA HAND DEUVERY
Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

RECEIVED
JUL - 8 1997

~ COMM!iMrAnv
OFFIcE OF THE<:I~~......oc:fARY

RE: MM Docket Nos. 91-221, 87-4, 94-15~-51 and 87-154
Response to FCC Request for Info.~~ iegarding TV LMAs
Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina Market

Dear Mr. Caton:

On behalf of Capitol Broadcasting Company, Inc., licensee of Station WRAL-TV,
ChannelS, Raleigh North Carolina, attached is Capitol's Response to the Commission's June 17,
1997 Public Notice (DA 97-1246) requesting information on TV LMAs. Capitol is a party to a
Time Brokerage Agreement with Carolina Broadcasting System, Inc., licensee of Station WRAZ
TV, Channel 50, North Carolina.

Ifyou have any questions, please contact our counsel, Paul Feldman at 703-812-0403.

tl:L
Fred Barber
Senior Vice President
Capitol Broadcasting Company, Inc.

FB/lwn

cc: Mr. Tom Campbell
Paul Feldman, Esq.
Marvin Rosenburg, Esq.

WJZY- TV, OJarlotte, NC • WRAL-Tv, Raleigh, NC
Broker for WFVT- TV, OJarlotte, NC. WRAZ-Tv, Raleigh. NC
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TIME BROKERAGE DATA RE:
WRAZ-TV and WRAL-TV

RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA

1. Permitteel
Licensee:

Call Letters:

Channel:

Community
of License:

2. DMA:

Rank:

BrQkered StatiQn

Carolina Broadcasting
System, Inc.

WRAZ-TV

50

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh-Durham

29

BrQkering Station

Capitol Broadcasting
Company, Inc.

WRAL-TV

5

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh-Durham

29

3. Degree of Signal Contour Overlap:

Based on a review of the WRAL and WRAZ coverage maps by WRAL's Chief
Engineer. WRAZ's City Grade, Grade A, and Grade B contours overlap
apprQximately 60 percent of the respective CQntours of WRAL. Using the same
methodolQgy, it has been determined that WRAL's City Grade, Grade A, and
Grade B CQntours overlap 100 percent of the respective CQntQurs of WRAZ.

4. Date Qn Which parties Entered IntQ Agreement:

Capitol Broadcasting entered into a Time Brokerage Agreement on June 8, 1994
with the then-permittee of Channel 50, Tar Heel BrQadcasting, Inc. Channel 50
was subsequently constructed and commenced operation Qn September 7,
1995. On August 26,1996, Tar Heel assigned the WRAZ permit and its rights
and Qbligations under the Time Brokerage Agreement to Carolina BrQadcasting
System, Inc.
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5. Term Qf Agreement:

The Agreement cQmmenced Qn June 8, 1994, and became QperatiQnal when
WRAZ commenced QperatiQns under program test authQrity on September 7, 1995.
The term of the Agreement continues through June 7, 2004. The Agreement
autQmatically terminates if WRAZ is sold to Capitol.

6. Percentage of Brokered Hoyrs:

Approximately 99 percent of WRAZ's weekly broadcast hours (all but Qne half
hQur) are currently brQkered to Capitol.

7. Network Affiliation:

The Brokered StatiQn (WRAZ) is an affiliate of the WB NetwQrk. The BrQkering
StatiQn (WRAL) is an affiliate Qf the CBS Network.

8. Nielsen Audience Share
MQn,- Sun.. 9 a,m, - Midnight:

May 97:

Feb,97:

NQv.96:

Brokered Station (WRAZ)

2

3

2

Brokering Station (WRAL)

23

23

22

9, Other Information:

In the Spring of 1994, the President of the Christian Ministries Foundation
met with representatives of Capitol Broadcasting Company, Inc" licensee of
Station WRAL-TV, Raleigh, North Carolina. A subsidiary of Christian Ministries,
Victory Television, operated a low power TV station providing religious
programming in the Raleigh-Durham market, and another subsidiary of Christian
Ministries, Tar Heel BrQadcasting, Inc, had recently entered intQ an agreement to
purchase the cQnstruction permit fQr fuJI power Channel 50 in Raleigh, HQwever,
Tar Heel had realized that it would need assistance in cQnstructing and Qperating
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a full power station. After several meetings, agreements were reached through
which Capitol loaned funds to Tar Heel for the purchase of equipment and
construction of its Station. In addition, a Time Brokerage Agreement was signed,
under which Capitol would provide antenna space on its tower, and office space
at its WRAL-TV studios, to Tar Heel. While Tar Heel would produce and
broadcast substantial religious and public affairs programming, the remaining
time on Tar Heel's Station would be brokered to Capitol. The new Station
(WRAZ-TV) was constructed and went on the air in September of 1995,
providing religious, public affairs and other programming of interest to the
Raleigh community.

In August of 1996, Tar Heel assigned its permit, and its rights and
obligations under the Time Brokerage Agreement, to Carolina Broadcasting
System, Inc. The relationship between Capitol and Carolina Broadcasting has
been very harmonious and productive. The management and employees of
Carolina Broadcasting are still located at the WRAL-TV studios, and while
retaining control of their Station, benefit from the advice and assistance of
Capitol employees. The operation of WRAZ. has not yet turned a profit, and
Capitol's operating losses in supplying programming have been substantial.
Nevertheless, use of the WRAL studios, office space, and tower, has provided
economies of scale that make the operation of WRAZ viable. As a result,
WRAZ provides Warner Brothers ("WB") Network programming to viewers in
Raleigh and throughout the Raleigh-Durham market. WRAZ is also now able to
produce and broadcast a daily newscast at 10:00 p.m., an hour earlier than the
news programs of the major affiliates in the market. The production of that news
program is made possible by the assistance of the WRAL news department,
which is well equipped and staffed with more than 100 people. WRAZ also
broadcasts a weekly local pUblic affairs program, which is produced and hosted
by the President and General Manager of WRAZ.. All of this local and network
programming would not be made available but for the Time Brokerage
Agreement between Capitol and Carolina Broadcasting.
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